
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
December 7, 2020 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Monday, December 7, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Ms. Karen French, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Murrel 
Bland, Mr. Hank Chamberlain, Mr. Stephen Craddock, Ms. Beverly Easterwood, Mr. Micki 
Hill, Mr. Loren Taylor and Mr. Charles Van Middlesworth (Absent: Schraeder.)   Mr. Gunnar 
H. Hand, AICP, Director of Planning, Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Executive Assistant, 
Mr. Michael Farley, Planner, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, were also present. 
 
Minutes of the November 2, 2020 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 
Application Starts at 1:48: 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION #CA-2020-32 – BRYAN WELCH 
- SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations and additions at 4161 
Cambridge Street (Armon P. Vaughn House), listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and Kansas Register of Historic Places and within the Hanover Heights 
Neighborhood Historic District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Kansas 
Register of Historic Places, and a Kansas City, Kansas Historic District.  
 
Detailed Outline of Requested Action: The applicant, Bryan Welch, is requesting a 
Certificate of Appropriateness at 4161 Cambridge Street for alterations/additions to the 
property. Applicant has proposed the following work: 1) constructing an addition to the 
rear of the primary structure, 2) replacing several windows in the same style and 
dimensions but with different materials, 3) replacing on (1) door and storm door, 4) adding 
a new door, 5) repairing the foundation and adding replacement stonework to the visible 
exterior portion. A detached garage was previously constructed on the property; there is 
no record of a Certificate of Appropriateness and so Staff is retroactively reviewing the 
garage and incorporating its record into this Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
The Armon P. Vaughn House is a contributing property in the Hanover Height 
Neighborhood Historic District. Character defining-features of the residence include 
windows with Queen Anne-style characteristics, such as double-hung sash types and 
wooden entablature surrounds. The entire structure is rectangular and built in a gable 
style. These characteristics and styles are noted features of this property. 
 
Background of Historic Property: The building was built in 1920 and is named the Armon 
P. Vaugh House. The property was listed on the State Register on 12/14/1989 and on the 
National Register on 05/17/1990. Subject property is located within the Hanover Heights 
Neighborhood Historic District. The Hanover Heights Neighborhood Historic District was 
listed on the State Register on 12/14/1989 and on the National Register on 05/17/1990. 
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Notable Features: The Kansas Historic Resources Inventory listed the architectural 
style of the subject property as National Folk and lists the gable-front subtype with 
some Queen Anne details (mostly at the windows) as a notable feature of the 
structure. The Certified Local Government (CLG) Survey I of Hanover Heights notes 
the original porch with tripled, square supports on stone plinths; the fenestration is 
double-hung, sash-type with wooden entablature surrounds; projecting bays on the 
north and south elevations; a primary entrance on the west elevation with a 
secondary entrance on the north elevation; and a brick on the left (north) side slope 
of the roof. As a notable or contributing part of the property’s historic status, the gable 
front sub-type, Queen Anne-style detailing at the windows, and other characteristics 
of the National Folk style must be preserved and maintained. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Bryan Welch, applicant, 4161 Cambridge Street, Kansas City, Kansas 66103 

 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 12:00:  Planner Farley stated that he spoke with the 
applicant this afternoon concerning the windows.  It was the staff’s understanding that 
the glass block windows were original to the house.  After hearing the testimony of the 
applicant this evening, the staff could change their recommendation concerning the 
replacement of the windows with glass block.  He told the applicant that it would 
ultimately be the decision of the Landmarks Commission.  Planning Director Hand 
stated that if the Commission wants to leave the windows as replaced, that condition 
can be eliminated.  He further stated that the garage was built without a Certificate of 
Appropriateness so the staff included it in this report.  He stated that it is a non-
contributing structure. 
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 16:10: 
 
On motion by Ms. Hill, seconded by Ms. Easterwood, the Landmarks Commission voted 
as follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA-2020-32 with the 
removal of the glass block requirement: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Aye 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Aye 
French:  Aye 
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Not Present 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Aye 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 8 to 0 
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Subject to: 
 

1) Provide scaled elevation drawings of all four (4) sides of the 
residence, demonstrating the following: 

a. All major exterior structures and features both prior to 
and after proposed work, 

b. The height, width, and height from the ground of all windows, 
and 

c. The height and width of all doors. 
2) The replacement roof must be the same color and material as the previous 

roof. 
3) Any siding that is replaced due to damage must match the current 

siding in color, design, and must be a similar material. 
4) All double-hung windows that have been replaced by the applicant or are 

proposed to be replaced by the Scope of Work must maintain the 
double-hung style. 

5) The replacement door must match the aesthetic and design of the 
replaced door, even if the actual material is different. 

6) Resubmit current and proposed plot plans. 
 
Application Starts at 18:18: 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION #CA-2020-40 – KRISTINA 
VALENCIA - SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations and additions at 
1117 Kimball Avenue (Grilly House), located within the Parkwood Historic District, a 
Kansas City, Kansas Historic District. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Kristina Valencia, applicant, 1117 Kimball Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 66104 

 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 24:37:  Planner Farley stated that the staff did 
request a color scheme of the door.  He stated that the only information he had was the 
door that was previously there in 2011.  Planning Director Hand stated that this was a 
Land Bank property that was in total disrepair.  The applicant has made substantial 
progress on this property since it was acquired.  He further stated that there is no 
requirement about color scheme in the code.  The staff would defer to the Commission 
as to whether or not they want to strike that requirement in the conditions.  The staff 
supports the window and the roof and believes that the window in the attic contributed 
historically to the structure.  The applicant could include a faux window to replace the 
window in the gable-front roof.    
Commissioner Hill directed questions to the applicant concerning the attic window. 
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Motion and Vote Starts at 31:50: 
 
On motion by Mr. Chamberlain, seconded by Mr. Bland, the Landmarks Commission 
voted as follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA-2020-40 with the 
deletion in #5 that the that the siding must match the color of the current siding 
and the window in #2 can be a faux window: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Aye 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Aye 
French:  Aye 
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Not Present 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Aye 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 8 to 0 
Subject to: 

 
1) North and west elevations must be provided and detailed to Staff’s 

satisfaction before construction can continue; 
2) Window in the gable-front roof above the porch must be maintained. 

The applicant may install a faux window the same dimensions as the 
previous window; 

3) All windows must be replaced in kind, so as to match the aesthetic, 
dimensions, and style of the windows they are replacing; 

4) The front door and storm door must match the aesthetic of the residence; 
5) Repaired or replaced siding must match the size of the current 

siding; and 
6) One (1) door at the south (rear) elevation may be covered up, as it is 

extraneous. The door will be covered up per the plans provided by the 
applicant to Staff, which are found in the “Attachments” section of this 
report. 

 
Reports Start at 23:35: 
 
SOAR (Stabilization Occupation, and Revitalization) Presentation – Logan 
Masenthin, Blight Reduction Coordinator, and Kristen Love, Parks and Recreation 
Department, provided an update on the SOAR program to the Commission (which is 
part of the Zoom meeting.) 
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – This report was tabled until the 
next meeting as Jim Schraeder, Chairman of the Subcommittee, could not be present 
this evening. 

 
Vietnam Memorial  - Commissioner Hill stated that she has contacted a couple of 
people but does not have anything confirmed because she has not received an answer 
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to her question concerning the Landmarks Commission’s authority to do this.  She is not 
aware of who oversees the Wyandotte County Park that would need to approve the 
clean up and restoration of the memorial.  Chairman Meditz stated that the memorial 
was erected through private donations and then was dedicated to the City and falls 
under the purview of the Parks and Recreation Department.  He stated that he believes 
that the Commission would need to make a recommendation that this be looked into.  
Planning Director Hand stated that he had a conversation with the Parks and 
Recreation Interim Directors; he does not believe they would have an issue with the 
Landmarks Commission assisting with this project.  He will send an email to the Interim 
Directors tomorrow.  Chairman Meditz stated that this item will be placed on the agenda 
for the next meeting and the Commission will discuss a resolution that can be sent to 
the Parks and Recreation Board. 
 
Sauer Castle – Secretary Parker stated that the last update she had was that an 
administrative warrant was being issued for Mr. Lopp to board up the property.  
Chairman Meditz stated that he has received comments from members of the public 
concerning the castle. 
 
Chairman Meditz asked Director Hand to please advise the Commission at the next 
meeting what they can do to preserve the history of such structures in the county.  
Sauer Castle is an example of what has gone on for 30+ years.  He stated that the 
Commission has changed members and he is not sure that the members understand 
that the Commission does not have the “ability to show teeth” other than providing a 
resolution to the entire Commission.  He also asked the members to consider a 
resolution to the Board of Commissioners asking their support and backing to preserve 
the architectural, cultural and ethnic heritage of the county. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 


